Welcome

Newsletter! A big thank-you to all
our staff, volunteers, service users,

to Orb’s Christmas

funders, partners and everybody
else who's been involved during
2009. Orb is all about the people
involved and playing an active role
in the local community, so thanks
for being a part of what we do,
promoting positive mental health,
creativity and learning throughout
the area.

A lot has happened over the last
year, not least our big move to new

premises in Knaresborough, a
whole bunch of live events
(including our very successful
annual showcase at FEVA) and the
continued development of the
services we're able to offer. We
hope you'll take a few minutes to
look over what we've been up to
and some of the things we've got
planned. We look forward to
working with everyone again in
2010 and wish you all a very happy
Christmas and a very prosperous

New Year.
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Orblive@feva 2009

A major highlight for Orb this year
was OrbLive@feva, our second
annual showcase at Henshaw’s
Arts & Crafts Centre. Highlighting
the talents of the people who make
use of Orb’s facilities or collaborate
with us, the show featured a whole
host of live bands and DJs
performing on our purpose built
outdoor stage, as well as an exhibi-
tion of original art work in the Taste
Gallery which has continued to run
throughout the autumn and right
up to Christmas.

Rory Hoy Brew Ha Ha Babaloo

Below: Feva 2009

Background Image:

The Complaints performing
at Orb’s 20089Henshaw
showcase

Bands on the night included long
time Orb associates The
Complaints who put on a typically
energetic punk fuelled set, Lobo
showing why they’re such a

potent force on the Harrogate live
scene and three groups from
Mind’'s Acorn Centre including
Roadhouse Blue. With a debut
performance from Orb in-house
band Brew Ha Ha, a blistering
performance of hardcore pop from
headliners Japanese Fighting Fish
and the debut DJ set from local
musician Rory Hoy, the event was
a fitting tribute to the talent and
hard work of everyone involved.

The Taste Gallery

Over forty people participated on
the night, either performing or
helping run the event, so a huge
thank-you to them and to the 170
people who paid on the door to
see the show. We were over-
whelmed by the attendance selling
out our allocation of printed

tickets and raising much needed
funds in the process. Most
importantly, we're proud of every-
one who though took to the stage
and helped raise awareness of
what Orb is all about .
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As usual, Orb has been out and
about helping other community
organisations in and around the
district.

We played a major role in

Knaresborough’'s FEVA festival

providing sound and |ighting for Knaresborough Police Vin Garbutt
both North East folk legend Vin Community Idol Show

Garbutt and for the local

Community Idol show promoted

by Knaresborough Police (both at

the Frazer Theatre) not to mention

staging the FEVA Folk Night over

at Henshaw'’s.

Outside of FEVA we've recently
provided lighting, sound and
support for Harrogate Districts
second annual Volunteering
Oscars at the Cairn Hotel, the
Lion’s & Rotary Stage at
Knaresborough Christmas Fair
and the annual Frazer Shorts
Shows. We also had a stall and
an art display and provided

lighting for the performers at the
annual World Mental Health Day in
Harrogate.

To end the year we’ll be helping to V‘Loer;‘ftﬁ/'gg;a' HFE?kSRmtS g[]%zrte;
stage a performance of folk and

humour from Belshazzar's Feast

at Henshaw’'s Arts & Craft Centre

in Knaresborough on December

17th as part of their Christmas

programme, so maybe we’ll see

you there!



New Orb-IT Courses

With the new computer suite up
and running, Orb can now offer a
whole range of IT opportunities
from Basic IT Skills like Sending
E-Mail, Using the Internet, On-Line
Shopping & Banking and Social —
Networking, through to more
advanced creative stuff like Digital
Photography, Video Making &
Editing, Stop Frame Animation and
Web Design. Digital Music and
Studio courses will also be offered
again from early 2010. Whatever
service users find most useful or
most engaging, we’ll try and
accommodate it at a time and in a
way most appropriate to them.

Who Can Enrol?

As well as via our normal referral
partners, we can now also offer
courses to vulnerable people over
the age of 19 who are currently
unemployed. With funding

provided by North Yorkshire
Learning Consortium and the
Learning Skills Council, we can
offer a minimum of 6 hours
supervised learning to those fitting
the criteria and, with extra money
in the pipeline, this will be
expanding in the new year.

We have a number of partners
acting as gate-keepers for this
provision including Stonham
Housing, Foundation Housing,
the Harrogate Branch of the
National Autistic Society and
North Yorkshire County Council
Supported Employment Service,
all of whom can refer people to
us.

We're always interested in
supporting new learners and
working with new partners, so
please get in touch with us if you
think you could benefit from our
services and facilities or know
people who would. We’d be glad
to hear from you.

Images: the new computer
suite at Orb



New ArtSpace & Studio

With the move to Knaresborough
complete and the IT suite up and
running, building work has now
begun on the new Music Studio and
ArtSpace facilities. When finished
we’'ll have a 16 track digital studio to
be proud of with separate rehearsal
space and a DJ booth, not to

mention a dedicated Art and Drama
area.

Construction is progressing at a
steady pace although not perhaps as
quickly as at first hoped. Due to an
unforeseen rise in labour and
material costs, we've had to do a
substantial amount of extra fund-
raising to secure the capital
necessary to complete the work.

We are very grateful to everyone who
has co-financed the work so far,
particularly Knaresborough Town
Council, Renaissance Knaresbor-
ough, Knaresborough Lions and the
North Yorkshire County Councillors
who contributed funding and
everyone who'’s helped in the build-
ing work itself. We have a number of
other bids still outstanding and
hope to have the building work
complete not too far into the new-
year.

Images from the the new studio



...and finally

orb-arts.org

Work on the new Orb web-site has
progressed substantially. When fully
operational, it will provide an overview
of our services, an easier means of
finding and contacting us and a place
where people who use our facilities
can show and promote their work.
Whilst not yet fully optimised for
search engines, you can take a sneak
preview by typing orb-arts.org into
your browser. A big thank-you to Toby,
Mei, David and Eva who've got the site
this far and we’re looking forward to
launching it properly in the new-year.

...... Stop Press....local community arts group ECOX Mus  ic are putting on a
celebrity Drum Clinic at the Manhattan Snooker Club in Harrogate on
Sunday 28th February 2010. Featuring drumming legen  ds Bobby Arechiga,
Martin Rascombe and David Nuttall, tickets will be £4 and available early
January from Scheerers Drum Store in Leeds (0113 24  49592), Bash Studios
Harrogate (08459000686) or Stevie at ECOX on 078500 78809.......
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01423 202028
orbenterprise @talktalkbusiness.net

http://www.orb-arts.org



