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Orb Community Enterprise is a registered charity pr oviding creative opportunities 
to vulnerable people living in Yorkshire 
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Hello! The sun has been shining on 
North Yorkshire and plenty’s been  
happening down at Orb. Since moving 
to Knaresborough in 2009 we’ve been 
busy putting the finishing touches to our 
new Studio complex, getting the 
ArtSpace  up and running, extending  
access to our IT Suite through a new 
partnership with UK Online, starting 
work on our new Garden , getting        
involved in loads of Community 
Events and doing all we can to provide 
creative and learning opportunities to  
vulnerable people across Yorkshire. 
We’re also giving more and more      
people the chance to volunteer and get 
involved.  

So if you do want to access our facilities 
as a service user, join us as a volunteer 
or see how you could work in partnership 
with us, take a look and get in touch, 
we’d love to hear from you. Our number 
is on page 8 or you can get in touch via 
our web-site at orb-arts.org . 
 
With a recent endorsement from        
Harrogate Borough’s new mayor, Orb is 
starting to be recognised for the            
innovative work it’s doing: working with 
everyone including those most in  
danger of exclusion, to build a 
s t ronger   communi t y w here            
everyone’s contribution is  recognised 
and valued . 
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Orb Named as Mayoral 
Charity! 

 

New  mayor Bill 
Hoult 

Orb were delighted to be chosen     
by Harrogate Borough’s new Mayor 
as one of two charities to represent 
his mayoral year. 
 
Bill Hoult was recently sworn in as 
Mayor for the coming year at a   
ceremony in the Royal Hall in Harro-
gate and has named both Orb  
Community Arts and Age Concern 
Knaresborough  as the two          
organisations he will be offering his 
support to. 
 
This is a marvellous opportunity for 
us to raise our profile and highlight 
our innovative work: providing 
creative and learning opportuni-
ties to vulnerable people, volun-
teering opportunities for everyone 
and support for more community 
events. 
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We have recently been lucky enough to receive 
funding both from The Yorkshire Building       
Society’s Charitable Foundation , Betty’s  of   
Harrogate and local theatre group Smart Arts , 
to purchase new equipment for our revamped   
studio facilities. Our thanks to them all for     
generously supporting our work. 
 
We’d also like to thank Harrogate Borough 
Council for financing new sound proofed     
double glazing for the premises and to the          
Knaresborough Initiative Fund that has         
contributed to our Fire Warning System. 
 

Innumerable people and organisations have 
supported us financially and with their time over 
the last year and we would like to express our 
sincere thanks to all of them. 

THANK YOU! 

New Equipment from the 
Yorkshire Building  
Society, Betty’s & Smart 
Arts 

Volunteer Stevie gets to 
grips with the new gear 

Guitars & amps bought 
with money from  the 

Yorkshire Building  
Society 
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An Invitation to Create 
 
The work on completing our new      
facilities in Knaresborough is finally 
coming to a conclusion and we’re     
looking forward to having the 
ArtSpace up and running in the next 
couple of weeks. In addition to the  
normal  facilities we’ll also be   offering 
service users the opportunity to do 
more    formal classes in a whole 
range of    artistic disciplines. 
 
From September local artist and 
trainee teacher Sharon Carrick will be 
running a series of classes  exploring a 
whole range of creative visual activities 
using media from charcoal, through 
paint and print through to mosaic,    
collage and beyond. 
 
Anyone interested in taking part should 
get in touch with Orb on 01423 202028 
or via e-mail.  
 
admin@orb-arts.org  
 

Henshaws Art Exhibition 
 
Artists Mark Hemingway , Jake Davy 
and Babaloo  all contributed work to 
an exhibition of Orb ArtSpace work 
at Henshaw’s Arts and Craft Centre   
during March. The pictures were 
shown in the main gallery space adja-
cent to the  cafe. 

A piece by new art teacher 
Sharon Carrick 
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New Orb-IT Courses 
Orb is now able to offer Basic IT 
Skills in conjunction with UK 
Online , a government initiative to 
help people use computers with  
confidence. In a world where access 
to the internet is ever more important 
for everything from shopping and 
banking to applying for jobs or just 
staying in touch, we want to play our 
part in ensuring the most vulnerable 
are not digitally excluded.  
 
Service users will be shown all the 
skills needed for getting on-line  
using the Myguide  learning package 
designed to be used even by total 
beginners. Myguide courses are 
available to all our regular service 
users but we will be endeavouring to 
provide courses for a wider section 
of the local community too. 
 
Silver Surfers Welcome  
for Free! 
 
Friday mornings at Orb now sees  
retired teacher Dave Smithson  
offering computer classes to local 
‘Silver Surfers’. Anyone over 50 is 
eligible to come along, so if you or 
anyone you know fits the bill, get in 
touch with Leon  on 01423 202028 
and book a place. Whether you need 
to know how you can pay your TV 
licence on-line or want to stay in 
touch with relatives on the other side 
of the world, Dave will help you learn 
the skills you need in a friendly and 
relaxed environment. Classes are 
never bigger than 5 people so you 
won’t get left behind and, best of all, 
classes are completely free. 

Background Image: Silver Surfers 
get to grips with the new  Myguide 
course 
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Orb Green 
Orb has recently successfully applied for a grant from 
Ecominds , a new fund provided by Mental Health   
Charity Mind  and the Big Lottery to support ecological 
projects with a positive mental health ethos. 
 
Derelict land adjacent to Orb’s new premises will, over 
the next two and a half years, be transformed into Orb 
Green, a flexible therapeutic and ecological space that 
will provide both natural wild areas, horticultural areas 
and a place for meeting and relaxing. 
 
As always, we will be encouraging service users to take 
a major role in the development of the project and we will 
also be looking for a number of green fingered             
Volunteers  to work alongside them. If you fancy playing 
a part, get in touch on 01423 202028 and sign up. Orb 
Green is a great opportunity to bring an unloved corner 
of Knaresborough back into positive use and we want to 
involve as broad a spectrum of people as we possibly 
can. 

A glimpse of what the garden 
looks like now! 
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Through funding from the Skills Funding 
Agency and the European Social Fund via 
our partnership with North Yorkshire  
Learning Consortium , we are currently still 
offering between 6-18 hours of Free       
supported creative or learning activities to  
vulnerable, unemployed adults. This can 
take the form of IT skills, drum lessons,  
guitar lessons, DJing or a whole host of 
other activities, and is all about the           
individual building confidence through pur-
suing what genuinely interests them and 
building new skills upon that. 
 

We are accepting referrals from a number of 
partner organisations including the Crime 
Reduction Initiative , Harrogate Homeless 
Project , Stoneham  and Foundation  
Housing Associations, and the National 
Autistic     Society  but welcome enquiries 
from any vulnerable adult over the age of 18 
and not currently in employment. Places are 
limited so if you or anyone you know may 
be   interested get in touch on 01423 
202028. This is a fantastic opportunity to ac-
cess some amazing facilities that aren’t    
often readily available so make sure you 
take   advantage of the places still available. 

Free Skills & Confidence 
Building Courses for the  
Unemployed 
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Orb Community Events  

Drum Clinic 
 
A highlight of the year so far was 
Orb’s Drum Clinic at The Manhattan 
Suite in Harrogate back in February. 
 
Organised by long standing Orb  
volunteer and Drum Tutor Stevie 
David , the evening included        
performances from US drumming 
legend Bobby Arechiga , drum   
t u n i n g  s p e c i a l i s t  M a r t i n 
Ranscombe and drum maker Dave 
Nuttal and provided an audience of 
all ages the opportunity to watch 
some amazing talent and actively 
participate on a dedicated practice 
kit as well as on the main stage. The 
evening also saw performances 
from Orb band Brew Ha Ha , local 
drummer Sam Hallet and even an 
impromptu juggling workshop from 
compere and Knaresborough Town 
Crier Simon Smith . 
 
For more on this amazing evening 
check out the new blog at orb-
arts.org. 
 

Since Christmas, Orb has been involved in supporting its usual eclectic mix of 
concerts, school productions and community events. From providing sound and 
lighting for King James High School Knaresborough’s annual Fashion and 
Technology Show through rock concerts like the Orb Benefit gig at Rehab in 
Harrogate and a performance by Progressive Rock group Parallel or 90  
Degrees at Henshaws , to PA’s at Knaresborough Castle top for Remembrance 
Day and the Great Knaresborough Bed Race , Orb is continuing to play its part 
in the local community. 

FEVA 2010 
 
Plans are already well advanced for 
Orb’s third annual showcase event 
at Henshaw’s Arts & Craft Centre 
as part of this year’s FEVA festival. 
Sunday August 15 th will see a 
whole host of bands and DJs take to 
the purpose built outdoor stage, a 
spoken word stage promoting talent 
from the Poem’s Prose & Pints 
team and a drum workshop organ-
ised in conjunction with the local 
Ecox Music Project. 
 

Performers already confirmed       
include Leeds rockers Japanese 
Fighting Fish , DJ Rory Hoy, singer 
songwriter Ridley Barbett and local 
bands Lobo and the Complaints .  

The Orb Drum Clinic line-up take a bow  

Brew Ha Ha before last years FEVA performance 
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01423 202028 

orbenterprise@talktalkbusiness.net 

http://www.orb-arts.org 

Knaresborough 
Town Council 
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Thank-you!  

As always, a huge thank-you to all the organisations and volunteers who’ve 
helped us move things on over the last seven months and indeed to everyone 
who’s supported us over the years. It’s thanks to your generosity that Orb       
continues to be a success. Have a great summer! 


